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A RESURRECTIONIST IN I 831

In the year of i83 I, when the feud between the old Barclay Street
College and the Rutgers Faculty, who had seceded from that old medi-
cal Chelsea, where they now humanely keep some of their professors
for their antiquity-when Hosack and Mott, Macneven, Francis, and
the glorious and lamented Godman had intrenched themselves in Duane
Street-when the feud was at its highest, among the amiable methods
they contrived of annoying each other and rendering their separate
classes more fit for the responsible duty of surgeons, was that of cut-
ting off the supply of materiel for the dissecting room. Whoever bid
highest to induce the keeper of Potter's field to tie up his dogs, get
drunk, and go quietly to bed, was allowed to monopolize the pauper
bodies, and so one or the other of the colleges was sure to be in the
vocative, greatly to the injury of the unsuccessful one. It is true that
such deprivation of college privileges was not very distressing to most
of the students, who were traveling the scientific highway in silk
stockings, and felt the intimate relation between a rich father's pocket
and their sheep-skins proper and prospective; but there were a few of
us who looked to our profession only for advancement, yet who could
not forget the charms of whiskey punches and choice Havanas, with
an occasional theatre or opera ticket. This drew so deeply on the
pocket, and our surgical anatomy was so imperative in its requisitions,
that we resolved to turn resurrectionists for ourselves.

Our class consisted of four, but one was indolent and wealthy, and
so three of us had to do the work. This, however, was just the number
required; one to take charge of the wagon and horse, one to look out,
and one to dig, occasionally relieved by the sentry, who was usually
posted behind a stone fence near the road; by throwing small pebbles
he gave notice to the digger when the approach of a pedestrian or
horseman required the cautious handling of the shovel.
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